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Conspiracy Of Faith

Genesis 6:1-22

Introduction:  The 18th century was a time of social, spiritual, and moral turmoil for Europe.  In every European country there was social decadence and misery, and people began to revolt against their governments and also against the Church.  Most of the people were living in atrocious conditions, and there was a general state of drunkenness and immorality.  The rich were oppressing the poor, the governments did not care to improve their societies, and the churches were passing through a period of coldness and apathy.  In such a context revolutions began to ignite and the first such country to have a bloody revolution was France.  After France people began uprising in all the other countries and there was a time of general uprising, chaos, and turmoil.  Now there was one major country which was spared from having a violent revolution.  Do you know which?  It was England.  Like all the other European countries, England was also in bad shape.  Listen how one historian describes the social conditions in England: Morally, the country was becoming increasingly decadent. Drunkenness was rampant; gambling was so extensive that England was "one vast casino." Newborns were exposed in the streets; 97% of the infant poor in the workhouses died as children. Bear baiting, and cock fighting were accepted sports, and tickets were sold to public executions as to a theater. The slave trade brought material gain to many while further degrading their souls. Bishop Berkeley wrote that morality and religion in Britain had collapsed "to a degree that was never known in any Christian country."  In all the other European countries violent revolutions were taking place while England was spared.  Yet, another type revolution was taking place, which led toward genuine social and moral transformation.  It was the spiritual revolution or the great awakening initiated by John Wesley the founder of the Methodist Movement.  Listen to how one author describes shortly the spiritual revolution initiated by Wesley:

Wesley traveled over 250,000 miles in the cause of the gospel. In his preaching he talked continually of Christ and emphasized repentance, faith, and holiness. He said that repentance was like the porch of religion; conviction of sin always came before faith. Faith was the door of religion. Faith was "not only to believe that the Holy Scriptures and the articles of our faith are true, but also to have a sure trust and confidence to be saved from everlasting damnation through Christ." Holiness was "loving God with all our heart, and our neighbors as ourselves, and in that love abstaining from all evil, and doing all possible good to all men." As Wesley preached, multitudes responded. He noted in his journal "the Word of God ran as fire among the stubble; it was glorified more and more; multitudes crying out, 'What must I do to be saved?' and afterwards witnessing, 'By grace we are saved through faith.'"

Wesley supervised the education of lay preachers to educate the people in small cell groups where discipline and faithfulness were learned. These preachers also distributed and sold Christian books to the people, helping provide them with spiritual food. Wesley pioneered the monthly magazine and edited Christian Living, a selection of theological and devotional literature for the layperson. He also printed and used religious tracts extensively.

The effects spread
Wesley used all the profits from his literary works for charitable purposes, and he encouraged Christians to become active in social reform. He himself spoke out strongly against the slave trade and encouraged William Wilberforce in his antislavery crusade. Numerous agencies promoting Christian work arose as a result of the eighteenth century revival in England. Antislavery societies, prison reform groups, and relief agencies for the poor were started. Numerous missionary societies were formed; the Religious Tract Society was organized; and the British Foreign Bible Society was established. Hospitals and schools multiplied.  The revival cut across denominational lines and touched every class of society. England itself was transformed by the revival and spared thus from a violent and bloody revolution.  England was transformed because of a genuine conspiracy of faith.

Now when we think about these corrupt and wicked times that Europe passed through we are amazed.  We say, “We are more civilized and moral.  We don’t live in such a wicked and sinful time and period.”  And we are right.  Now what is very interesting is that the wicked time in the history of humanity was not that of 18th century Europe.  It was the time of Noah.  Listen to v.5 in our text: “The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually.” 

Noah lived during the wicked period in the history of humanity.  Now Jesus said that when He will return the second time it would be like in the days of Noah.  So we are getting worse and worse, and when wickedness and sinfulness will be again without limit then, Jesus will return.  In v.6 we read that God was very affected by this situation.  It says here, “And the Lord was sorry that He had made humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart…” God was terrible sorry for creating humans for they were now a source of grieving rather than joy.  Our God is not a passive God, but rather He shows a lot of emotions when it comes to our lifestyle.  Every sin we commit produces grief in God’s heart, and if we don’t repent and ask for forgiveness, we prolong the suffering in God’s heart.  Billy Graham said in a sermon about the crucifixion of Jesus that the Romans drove these big nails into the hands and feet of Jesus and hanged him on the cross, producing Him great physical suffering, yet our sins are also like these nails piercing His hands.  Every time we sin we push in another nail and keep Jesus on the cross.  So here in our passage we see that because of this state of general wickedness and sinfulness God decides to bring humanity to an end.  And then we read something amazing in v.8.  Everything is decided and God is ready to implement His plans until v.8.  And in this verse we read about an amazing conspiracy of faith.  It says here, “But Noah found favor in the sight of the Lord.”  God looks on earth and sees Noah, a righteous believer, and because of his faith and dedication God decides to save him and his family, and then the other living creatures, and give humans a second chance.   Like Wesley saved England from social destruction by working out a conspiracy with God based on faith, so Noah makes God to work out this conspiracy with him, and save humanity from being eradicated from the face of the earth.  What made God accept Noah and show him favor?  Let’s look this morning at four marks of faith in Noah’s life that made God show him favor, and work with him in giving us a second chance:

1. Noah Worshipped God with Devotion. 

The first aspect in Noah’s life of faith is that he worshipped God with devotion.  This was the wicked time in the history of humanity.  People were worshipping idols and gave their lives entirely to sinfulness and personal instant gratification.  Listen to what verses 11-12 say, “Now the earth was corrupted in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence.  And God saw that the earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways upon the earth.”  No one cared about worshipping God and devoting their lives to Him.  All they wanted was comfort, material possessions, instant carnal pleasures, and fulfillment of their selfish ego.  In Luke 17, Jesus says that in the days of Noah people were “eating and drinking, and marrying and being given in marriage…” (27).  People’s life was reduced to carnal and emotional instant gratification, and when this was not possible they used violence in order to get it.

In the middle of such a corrupt generation Noah stands in total contrast.  He stood up and stood in total contrast to the wicked and sinful people.  In v.9 it says, “Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation, Noah walked with God.”   All the others were wicked and corrupt, and walked away from God, Noah on the other hand was righteous, blameless, and walked with God.  Most of all he was interested in worshipping God with true devotion.  His main agenda was to mature in faith, spend time with God, and grow in devotion.  And because of him, God entered a conspiracy to give humanity a second chance.  Sin and wickedness brings destruction, but true devotion to God brings mercy, favor, and grace.  If we walk with God, if we seek righteousness, if our main agenda is to grow in faith and devotion toward God then we will be instruments of grace and blessings in our families and churches.  Let’s not be influenced by the sinful ways of our world, but stand in total contrast to the sinful and wicked generations of our time.  The Holy Scripture says in Romans 12: 2 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds…”  

Illustration: A member of a church in South Carolina played the lottery and won 1 million dollars.  After this several other members began to play the lottery and gamble.   If one did it several other followed.

God is calling us to be different and stand in contrast to the sinful ways of the world.  “Don’t think that if everyone else is doing a sinful thing it is right to do it, don’t think that if church members or other Christian friends that you know are drinking, smoking, lying, making dirty money, breaking the law, skipping church and ignoring God, you should do the same.  We don’t have to conform to the sinful ways of others, but stand in contrast.”  Noah worshipped God with dedication and his priority was to grow in faith and be righteous and blameless.  And God saved him and his family, and through him He gave humanity a second chance.

2. Noah Answered God with Dependability.

The second aspect in Noah’s life of faith is that he answered God with dependability.  In other words he was a dependable believer, one upon which God could rely.  When God told him his plans and called Noah to be part of them, he was available, trustworthy, and dependable.  In v.13 it says, “And God said to Noah…” And from v.13 till v.17 God tells Noah what He plans to do and what Noah has to do.  Thus God’s part was to bring the flood of waters, and Noah’s part was to build the ark and bring the animals in.  Now listen to what God says to Noah in v.18, “But I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you and your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives…” God calls Noah to a covenant.  And in a convent each part has to be trustworthy dependable, and reliable to fulfill his part.  And Noah kept his part.  He accepted the covenant and was trustworthy.  God also kept his part, but Noah did not break his part either.  He was dependable and loyal to the end.  When we accept Jesus Christ as our savior and became born again Christians we enter a covenant with God.  God vows to redeem us and save us from sin and death and take us into heaven, and we vow to serve Him and be loyal to Him.  As we vow to our spouses to love and to cherish till death do us part, so we vow to God to serve and be loyal when we accept Jesus in our lives.  And yet we break the covenant.  There are times when we become disloyal and betray our God like an unfaithful husband or wife betrays each other.  We break the covenant and run after false idols, be they material things, physical pleasures, or personal selfish ambitions.

Illustration:  A young Chinese man fell severely sick one day.  A Christian neighbor came, anointed him with oil and prayed for him.  Several days later the man was healed and he gave his life to Christ and became a missionary.  In the day he gave his life to Christ he signed a paper in which he wrote and vowed total allegiance and loyalty to God.  That paper was like his marriage certificate with Christ and His church.  He kept it always in his chest pocket.  After a while he was arrested and imprisoned for witnessing the gospel.  In prison he was severely persecuted till one day when an officer came and showed him a paper.  He said, “Sign this paper through which you agree to recant your Christian faith and you are free.”  The missionary put his hand at his chest pocket and felt his marriage certificate that he wrote when he pledged allegiance to the Lamb of God and said “Not even death will depart me from my Lord and Savior.”   He chose to suffer yet to remain faithful and loyal to God.  Let’s be faithful and loyal to God to the end.  Many Christian today are disloyal and infidel and serve other idols in their lives while claiming to be Christians.  God is calling us this morning to be dependable and trustworthy.   Let’s be loyal and faithful to Him when he calls us to be part of his plans, and He will work mighty things through us.

3. Noah Served with Dedication. 

The third aspect in Noah’s life of faith is that he served with dedication.  V.22 says, “Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him,” and 7:5 says, “And Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him.”   The Bible says here that Noah served God with genuine dedication.  He was truly committed to the work God called him to do, and followed all the instructions without any questions or excuses.  Now God called Noah to build an ark in the middle of an arid place 500 miles away from the sea, and in a time of very little rain each year.  It seemed awkward and illogical but Noah fully obeyed God.  He could have asked himself “What if is not going to rain?  Or rain that much to flood the land?  Or what if the animals are not going to come?  But he did not.  He served with dedication and followed all the instructions God gave him.  Do we fully obey and follow all His instructions even when they don’t make sense?  If yes, that means we have genuine faith, because in the end this is what faith means, to obey God and follow His instructions even when not everything makes sense.  We want to obey God only when everything makes sense, when our reason is satisfied.  In fact we live in a time of scientific advancement and this means that everything must be explained and ratified by logical testing, otherwise is not possible or true.  The Bible says here that sometimes God calls us to obey and follow Him even when science, reason, and the logic of our mind cannot be satisfied.  Hebrews 11:1 says that “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen…” So if we obey God and serve Him with dedication even though sometimes we don’t see how logically it can be possible, it means we have true faith.  Remember obedience is another word for faith.  I often hear Christian friends saying, “I am faithful, I truly believe in God,” and yet when God calls them specifically to do something they find very reasonable excuses.  Great faith will always result in great obedience and dedication.

Illustration: Michael Lewis is an engineer working for Boeing airplanes factory.  He is very successful in his job.  But Michael is also a dedicated believer and he has always served God with dedication as a deacon in his church.  Now one Sunday at church Michael heard about the church in China and how the Christians are persecuted yet the church still grows strong.  From that day on God would continually call him to go and serve Him in China, but Michael always said to himself, “It doesn’t make sense.  God cannot use me in China.  I cannot go there and leave my job, church, and family” So he was finding all kinds of excuses yet God was continually making him understand that He wants Michael in China.  One day at work the supervisor called Michael and all his engineer colleagues and said, “We need one of you to go to China and work there for one year in our factory.”  Every one in the room was quiet and you could see that no one wanted to go.  But Michael knew that this was another way of God’s saying “I need you in China” so he accepted.  In one year Michael started six home churches among his Chinese co-workers and these churches are growing continually.  Michael renewed his stay for two more years to offer leadership training for the new pastors and their newly founded churches.  I am sure that Noah had moments of doubt and questioning, but he served God with dedication, and because of him God gave humanity a second chance.

4. Noah Endured with Determination. 

First, Noah worshipped with devotion, second, he answered with dependability, third he served God with dedication, and lastly he endured with determination.  The last mark of his faith is that he endured with determination.  It was hard and long work to finish the ark.  It was not very easy to build a ship almost the size of a football stadium.  It was 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.  I am sure that all his contemporaries ridiculed him and considered him crazy.  I am sure he and his sons had to really do hard work for a long period of time.  God was still patient with the wicked humanity yet Noah had to wait upon the Lord for many years and persist and endure with determination in his work.  What does this mean for us?  We have to work and endure with determination.  Never give up what God calls you do, but persist with determination.

Illustration: An American marine was severely injured in Iraq.  He was brought almost dead to a hospital in Germany.    He had so many tubs running in and out from his body that he looked more like a machine than a human.  An American Congressman was visiting the hospital and stopped by his bed.  He quietly asked the marine, “What do you want me to tell the Congress and the American people?”  The marine motioned for a piece of paper and a pen. He wrote a brief note and passed it back to the congressman.  On it he wrote two words —“Semper Fi” the Latin motto of the Marines meaning “forever faithful.”

Noah was forever faithful and because of that God entered a conspiracy of faith with him.  God entered a convenant with Noah and because of Noah God also vowed after the flood never to destroy humans again by flood.  And God also gave Noah a sign, which is the beautiful and colorful rainbow, which appears in the sky after the rain.  The Word of God is telling us this morning to never give in whatever He calls us to do and where ever he places us to be among other people.

Conclusion:  Let’s enter a conspiracy of faith today with God and ask Him to give us the strength and will to be devoted, dependable, dedicated, and determined.  And like with Noah and with other heroes of faith God will use us too to fulfill his mighty works on earth.  Amen. 

